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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re application of: 
Serial No. 
Filed: 
For: 

Examiner: 
Unit: 

Confirmation No.: 



ErjoX-Bax et al. 
09/728,689* 
"DeTeTrTBerl, 2000 
TECHNIQUE FOR EXTRACTING DATA FROM 
STRUCTURED DOCUMENTS 
Gregory J. Vaughn RE 



2178 
5508 



SEP 1 7 2004 
Technology Center 2100 



REQUEST FOR WITHDRAWAL AS ATTORNEYS OF RECORD 



Commissioner for Patents 
P. O BOX 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir or Madam: 



I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS CORRESPONDENCE IS BEING FAXED TO EXAMINER 
GREGORY J. VAUGHN AT 703/672-9306 AND DEPOSITED WITH THE UNITED STATES 
POSTAL SERVICE AS FIRST CLASS MAIL IN AN ENVELOPE ADDRESSED TO THE 
COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS, P. O. BOX 1450, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1450, ON 

September 7, 2004 



September 7, 2004 



(DATE OF SIGNATURE) 



Our client, iSpheres Corporation ("iSpheres") has requested that 
we notify the United States Patent and Trademark Office, particularly, Examiner 
Gregory J. Vaughn, that it desires to represent itself in the prosecution of the 
above-referenced patent application. (See Exhibit A.) Therefore, it is 
requested that all future correspondence be directed to: 

Mr. Eric Bax 
iSpheres Corporation 
640 Third Street 
Oakland, CA 94607 

Furthermore, iSpheres is aware of the Office Action mailed 
June 17, 2004 and which a response is due by September 17, 2004, without 
incurring any charges. iSpheres is also aware that the patent application will 
become abandoned unless a response is filed by December 17, 2004 with the 
payment of escalating extension fees. (See Exhibit B, letters dated July 24, 
2004 and September 2, 2004.) 

Because of the above reasons, we are requesting withdrawal as 
attorneys of record of the above-referenced patent application. This Request is 
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made on behalf of myself and the attorneys of record listed on the attached list. 
(See Exhibit C) 



SIDLEY AUSTIN BROWN & WOOD LLP 

555 West Fifth Street 

Los Angeles, California 90013-1010 

Ofc: 213/ 896-6665 

Fax: 213/896-6600 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: September 7, 2004 




Denise L. McKenae 
Registration No. 43,790 
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McKenzie, Denise L 



From: Eric Bax [EBax@ispheresx^^^TftAS^ 

Sent: Tuesday, September 07, 2004 1 1 :21 AM 

To: dmckenzie@sidley.com 

Cc: Lauren Gould 



Subject: 09/728,689 iSpheres 
Hi Denise, 

We will handle 09/728,689 pro se from here. We are low on legal budget, 
and this one does not cover material that is still central to our business. 

The examiner asked that I have the attorney send notification of this 
change. Please do so. 

The examiner is: 

Gregory J. Vaughn 
703-305-4672 office 
703-872-9306 fax 

Thank you, 
Eric Bax 



9/7/2004 



Sidley Austin Brown & Wood llp 
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BRUSSELS 



CHICAGO 



DALLAS 



GENEVA 



HONG KONG 



LONDON 




555 West Fifth Street 
Los Angeles, California 90013 
Telephone 213 896 6000 
Facsimile 213 896 6600 
www-.sidley.com 

Founded 1866 



LOS ANGELES 



NEW YORK 
SAN FRANCISCO 



SHANGHAI 



SINGAPORE 



WASHINGTON, D.C. 



WRITER'S DIRECT NUMBER 
(213) 896-6663 



WRITER'S E-MAIL ADDRESS 
dmckenzie f si sidley. com 



July 27, 2004 



Mr. Eric Bax 

iSpheres 

640 Third Street 

Oakland, CA 94607 

Re: U.S. Utility Patent Application for 

TECHNIQUE FOR EXTRACTING DATA FROM STRUCTURED 

DOCUMENTS 

Serial No.: 09/728,689 

Filed: December 1 , 2000 

Inventors: Eric T. Bax, Charles C. Fowlkes, and Louis Cisnero, Jr. 
Our Docket No.: 19531-81001 (formerly INFOS 045077) 



ACTION REQUESTED: Please let us have your instructions as soon as possible, 
preferably by August 17, 2004 _________ 

Dear Mr. Bax: 

We finally received a first Office Action from the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office ("USPTO") concerning the above-identified patent application. 
Copies of the Office Action and the references cited therein are enclosed for your 
review. 

The Office Action is initially unfavorable in that claims 1 -1 3 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. § 101 because the claimed invention is directed to non-statutory 
subject matter. We can overcome this rejection by drafting claims that include 
computer-implemented steps. 

Claims 1, 14, 15, 28, 29 and 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102 as 
being anticipated by lizuka et al., U.S. Patent No. 6, 424, 980 ("lizuka reference"). This 
anticipation rejections means the Examiner believes that there are no differences 



SIDLEY AUSTIN BROWN & WOOD LLP IS A DELAWARE LIMITED LIABILITY PARTNERSHIP PRACTICING IN AFFILIATION WfTH OTHER SIDLEY AUSTIN BROWN & WOOD PARTNERSHIPS 

LA1 599180v1 



Sidley & Austin brown & wood llp 



Los Angeles 



Mr, Eric Bax 
July 27, 2004 
Page 2 



between your invention and the invention described in the lizuka reference. Claims 2- 
13, 16-27 and 30-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as being unpatentable over the 
lizuka reference in view of Zimmerman et al. t United States Patent No. 6,678,694 ("the 
Zimmerman reference"). This rejection means the Examiner believes that any 
differences between your invention and the combination of the lizuka and Zimmerman 
references would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art. 

Regarding both the anticipation and obviousness rejections, our tasks 
involve identifying differences between your invention and the cited references, 
amending the claims (if necessary) or drafting new claims to incorporate these 
differences, and arguing the benefits that derive from these differences. If we can put 
together a persuasive set of amendments, new claims and arguments, we should be 
able to obtain allowance of the application. 

Please note that a response to the Office Action is due on or before 
September 17, 2004. Although, extensions of time through December 17, 2004 are 
possible with the payment of additional fees to the USPTO. However, if we do not 
respond by December 17, 2004, the application will be abandoned. 

We will wait for your authorization before proceeding further and drafting a 
response to this Office Action. However, in order for us to have proper time to prepare 
a response, we will need your instructions by August 17, 2004. In the meantime, 
should you have any questions or comments concerning this matter, please feel free to 
contact me at any time. 



Sincerely yours, 




Denise L. McKenzie 



DLM:aw 
Enclosure 

cc: Edward G. Poplawski, Esq. 
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September 2, 2004 



Mr. Eric Bax 

iSpheres 

640 Third Street 

Oakland, CA 94607 

Re: U.S. Utility Patent Application for 

TECHNIQUE FOR EXTRACTING DATA FROM STRUCTURED 

DOCUMENTS 

Serial No.: 09/728,689 

Filed: December 1 , 2000 

Inventors: Eric T. Bax, Charles C. Fowlkes, and Louis Cisnero, Jr. 
Our Docket No.: 19531-81001 (formerly INFOS 045Q77) 

ACTION REQUESTED: Please let us have your instructions as soon as possible, 
preferably by September 8, 2004 

Dear Mr. Bax: 

This letter is just to inform you that we have not received your instructions 
concerning ourjetter dated July 27, 2004 (only copy of letter enclosed) informing you 
that a response to an Office Action was due September 17, 2004. We also remind you 
that there are extensions that may be filed with payment of additional fees to the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office up to December 17, 2004. However, please be 
aware that the above-referenced application will be abandoned if a response is not filed 
by December 7, 2004. 

Moreover, in order for us to have proper time to prepare a response 
without paying any extension fees, we will need your instructions by September 8, 
2004. . % 
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Sidley & Austin brown & wood llp 



Los Angeles 



Mr. Eric Bax 
September 2, 2004 
Page 2 



We will wait for your authorization before proceeding further and drafting a 
response to this Office Action. 



Sincerely yours, 




Denise L. McKenzie 



DLMaw 
Enclosure 

cc: Edward G. Poplawski, Esq. 
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PATENT 
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^£&J0k THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OEEICE 



In re application of: 
Serial No. 

Filed: 
For: 

Examiner: 
Una: 



enc T 3a\\ Chariess C Fowlkes, Louis Cisnero, It. 

UNASSIGNED 

HEREWITH 

TECHNIQUE FOR EXTRACTING DATA FROM STRUCTURED 

DOCUMENTS 

Unassjgned 



POWER OF ATTORNEY 



BOX NEW PATENT APPLICATION 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D. C 20231 



Dear Sir or Madam. 



The undersigned assignee of the entire interest in the above-identified patent 
application hereby appoints the following attorneys and/or agents, Edward G 
Poplawski, Esq., Reg. No. 33,439; Denise L. McKenzie, Esq., Reg. No 43,790; and 
Nisan A, Steinberg, Ph.D., Reg. No. 40>345, to prosecute and transact all business in the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office relating to this application, 

Please send all future correspondence to: 

Edward G Poplawski, Esq, 
SIDLEY & AUSTIN 
555 West Fifth Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90013-1010 

and direct all telephone calls to: Denise L. McKenzie, Esq. at 213/896-6663; 
Fax (213) 896-6600.^ 

Respectfully submitted, 
iSpheres 

Dated: 11/10/00 

Santosh AlexiM! 
Chief Executive Officer 




